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Worthingway Newsletter: 11-12-18 

Words Matter: 

This summer, as a staff, we read the book Disrupting Poverty: Five Powerful Classroom 

Practices by Kathleen Budge and William Parrett.   We will continue to revisit the text 

throughout the school year.  I chose this text as a way to help us better understand and support 

the unique needs of all of our students and families.   

 

I am proud when I meet with teachers and hear themes from our text as a part of those 

discussions.  Recently I was meeting with Ms. Dana Fellows, one of our Spanish teachers.  I 

shared that I was impressed by her classroom culture and the support I observed her providing 

during her homeroom period.  I asked her why she felt things were going so well.   

 

Her response was, “I’ve taken a lot from the book we read this summer and the discussions 

we’ve had as a staff.  For example, in one of our first staff meetings we discussed the importance 

of not expecting students to do things that we haven’t taught.  I make a strong effort now to make 

sure I teach the things I expect, I don’t just expect students to know.  There are times when a 

student makes a choice that I wish he or she wouldn’t and in the past, I may have just given a 

consequence.  Now I reflect on whether the student really knows the expectation.  I think this 

approach has really helped me build strong relationships with my students.” 

 

I agree.  Nice job Ms. Fellows.   

 

 

11/13, Tue:    Fall Band Concert  7 p.m.  WW Gym 

11/14, Wed:   Worthington Care Series “What a Brain Wants” 6-8 pm TWHS 

11/15, Thur:  Marco’s Pizza Fundraiser Worthington Centre (all day) 

11/16, Fri:      Dr. Bower’s Community Coffee  Urban Coffee 8 a.m. 

11/21-11/23,   Wed-Fri:  No School – Thanksgiving  Break 

11/30, Fri:      Books and Bagels  8 a.m. WW Library 

 

PTA News: 

At the PTA meeting earlier this week, a couple people asked about donations.  We are glad to 

accept donations at any time. If you would like to contribute to the general PTA fund, please 

send a check to the office or you can donate here.  

 

As in past years, we will be helping students in need during the holidays. Our partners at 

Worthington Bridges will collect and distribute funds to Worthingway students. Click here to 

donate to the Worthingway Holiday Help Fund. And if you need assistance, please contact Mrs. 

Fei.  

 

Both contributions are tax deductible.  

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=FPM8ZWC7ZYQF8
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=8AKKWDJU6YJL8
mailto:nfei@wscloud.org
mailto:nfei@wscloud.org


 

 

Upcoming events 
Thursday, 11/15 - Fundraiser at Marco's Pizza - Worthington Centre - All day 

Thursday, 12/6 - Fundraiser at Blaze Pizza, Worthington  - All day 

 

Ski Club: 

Nov. 2, at 6 am, the ski club sign-up link goes live. The link will be accessible on our ski club 

website: bit.ly/skiworthington. The order in which students are signed up determines their spot in 

line when filling up buses. Signing up on the website is just one step in the process. Please access 

the CALENDAR under the Forms and Information tab, and be aware of the steps following the 

sign-up. 

 

Worthingway Thanksgiving Holiday Support: 

Last call for holiday support from Worthingway + Worthington Presbyterian Church! Fill out the 

form located on guidance, or reach out to Mrs. Fei at nfei@wscloud.org.  

 

 

Worthington Cares Speaker Series #3: 

Carol Taylor presents “What a Brain Wants.”  This presentation will provide a basic 

understanding of how young people’s brains develop and work.  By understanding how the 

teenage brain responds to everyday stressors such as homework, sports, peers, social media and 

family struggles, parents, teachers and anyone working with youth can increase their 

effectiveness and help young people learn valuable life skills.   

 

It’s a free event with free dinner and child care. 

Wednesday, November 14th 6 – 8 p.m. at Thomas Worthington High School. 

Dinner 6 – 6:30 p.m. 

Presentation and youth activities 6:45 – 8 p.m. 

 

RSVP at Speaker Series.  

 

Dr. Bower’s Community Coffees: 

November 16 - Urban Coffee 8 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Columbus Stem & Arts Expo: 

Saturday, November 17th 9 – 2 p.m. 

Otterbein University 

60 Collegeview Rd. 

Westerville, Oh 43081 

Free admission and parking 

Kidslinked.com/stem 

Spelling, Math, Paper Airplane Construction/Flight, Music, Chess, Illusional Drawing, 

Minecraft, Build Your Own Video Game Challenge, Candy Land Family Board Game 

Tournament. 

 

 

 

 

Books and Bagels: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2Sy8WgxEaSXLTkzNE4wYmJZVXA4TmxRUkNxMThFQmg0Sk5R/view?usp=sharing
https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/cms/lib/OH01001900/Centricity/Domain/45/FUNDRAISING%20FLYER%20WORTHINGTON.pdf
http://bit.ly/skiworthington
https://www.worthington.k12.oh.us/domain/343
mailto:nfei@wscloud.org
http://www.drugsafeworthington.org/events


 

Our next Books and Bagels get-together will take place on November 30th at 8:00am in the 

library. The book selection for this month is The Martian by Andy Weir. Any interested students 

should read the story and join us for a lively discussion and delicious treats!   

 

Worthington Cotillion: 

Registration is open for the Worthington Cotillion 7th and 8th grade 2019 Dinner Etiquette classes 

in February.  Please visit Cotillion for information and to register.    

 

What’s new in the classroom! 

 

Global Languages: 

Spanish 

Ms. Fellows 

Fellows' Spanish students just finished up learning about Día de los Muertos and ended last week 

with an activity day of celebration.  Students were able to take pictures in a photo booth, paint 

skull ornaments, and even make their own papel picado...and more!   Ask your student about it!! 

 

Fellows' Spanish 1a students are beginning to learn about how to describe people.  We are 

learning the new vocabulary and grammar through reading before we learn all of the grammar 

behind it.  Students have been engaged in the learning.  Make sure to ask them about Víctor.   

 

Fellows' Spanish 1b classes are reviewing verbs and learning about tener phrases.  We will be 

learning about places around town and making plans 

 

Mrs. Newcomb 

Sra. Newcomb's Spanish 1a classes are learning some foundation pieces of Spanish.  Students 

will have a formative and summative assessment before Thanksgiving and should be studying 

and practicing nightly. 

 

Sra. Newcomb’s Spanish 1b classes are learning to work with the verb "IR'' and therefore places 

and events one might go to.  There will be caja quizzes daily to acquire the vocabulary and in 

class practice to coordinate the skills.  There will be a formative and summative assessment 

before Thanksgiving.  Students should be practicing and reviewing nightly in order to master the 

new vocabulary and to be ready for the tests.  

 

Language Arts: 

Ms. Baker 

Ms. Hill 

ELA 8th grade: We will continue reading Discovering Wes Moore by Wes Moore. The first 

chapters will be read as a class, using a guided reading format. We'll discuss conflict and 

continue working on skills of summarizing and citing direct textual evidence to support claims. 

 

Ms. Wilson 

8th grade: All classes are reading a choice book starting next week.  Ms. Wilson's morning 

classes are choosing a book of any genre that contains the big idea of hope, courage, or 

resilience.  They will use their choice book to analyze a common theme in the class 

novel, Night. The afternoon classes will choose a choice book that relates to WWII or the 

Holocaust.  They too will make connections between their choice book and Night.  All classes 

will build background before starting the novel late next week or early the following week 

https://www.worthingtoncotillion.com/7th-8th-grade-dinner


 

 

Science: 

Mrs. Spencer 

We have learned that there is strong evidence that the continents were once connected and 

through sea floor spreading have moved to their current locations.  Now we will look at the 

constructive and destructive forces that these plates exert on one another.  These forces are 

behind the earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis that occur in our Earth. 

 

Social Studies: 

Mr. Tisdale  

7th Grade: We are finishing up our Greek Myths this week and we will be finishing our Ancient 

Greece unit and starting our new unit on Ancient Rome. 

 

8th Grade: We are finishing up our British Rule Books and will be starting a new project called 

the Tangled Web Page which will address the final break in the colonists declaring 

independence. 

 

Mr. Vallette 

7th Grade Quiz Friday 9 on the Map of Rome 

 

8th Grade Test on the causes of the American Revolution Thursday 16. 

 

Art: 

Ms. Zambito 

7th grade art- They are working on making "plushies" out of felt. 

 

8th grade art- They are making a coat of arms out of clay using various symbols that represent 

themselves. 

 

Choir: 

Mr. Reed 

7th grade choir is beginning to add accompaniment parts to their songs and learning how to make 

their songs performance ready by adding dynamics, articulation and tempo changes.  

 

8th grade choir is quickly learning more songs and developing independence as leaders and 

learners. 

 

7th grade general music students are wrapping up their unit on music and literature with song 

lyric debates in which they argue about the meaning of songs. Students will then start learning to 

play ukuleles.  

 

8th grade general music students are deep into their piano unit, learning to read both treble and 

bass clef and gaining technical skills on the keyboards. 

 

School Office: 

Mrs. Swearengen 

Ms. Trueman 



 

Invoices were mailed to families that have unpaid 2018-19 Worthingway classroom fees. These 

fees are due immediately. Please go online to pay at Fees or you can bring a check or cash in to 

the school office. 

 

Quarter 1 Honor and Merit Roll lists have been submitted to the local newspapers. Also, students 

received recognition wrist bands if they earned Honor or Merit Roll for quarter 1. 

Congratulations to these students! 

 

Lunchroom News: 

Mrs. Johnson 

Breakfast: 

Monday:  Cinnamon Pancakes or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Tuesday:  Apple or Cherry Frudel or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Wednesday:  French Toast or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Thursday:  Ultimate Breakfast Bar or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

Friday:  Super Donut or cereal/cheese stick, juice, milk 

 

Lunch: 

Monday:  Chicken Tenders w/ dinner roll or cheese pizza, sweet corn, celery sticks, seasonal 

fruit, milk 

Tuesday:  Mac-n-cheese or pepperoni pizza, green peas, grape tomatoes, seasonal fruit, milk 

Wednesday:  Breakfast for lunch or cheese pizza, hash browns, carrots, seasonal fruit, milk 

Thursday:  Beef tacos or pepperoni pizza, black beans, salad, seasonal fruit, milk 

Friday:  Bosco sticks with marinara, sweet potato fries, cucumber slices, seasonal fruit, milk 

 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome

